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Greetings, Fellow Albertans! Is it Spring yet??
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As we enter 2021, I see the resilience of our community reflected in how we support each other
through creative ways during these uncertain times and I feel inspired! A big part of ACSD's mission
is the preservation of ASL, as well as its culture and heritage. I'm excited to share the latest updates
with you!
Sign Language Institute Canada (SLIC) is a national network of professional ASL and LSQ instructors
that strives for higher standards of teaching Sign Language. This organization certifies teachers and
instructors and provides its members with access to resources and networking opportunities. On
February 1, 2021, SLIC's Director, Gary Malkowski, provided a Zoom presentation to the community
in Alberta about SLIC and its mission. He also encouraged ASL and LSQ instructors, interpreters, and
mentors to purchase annual membership to support the projects done by SLIC. For more information,
please contact Victoria Meusel at info@slicanada.ca or Gary Malkowski at gmalkowski@slicanada.ca.
Gary Malkowski is presenting on Audism in the Workplace during the Audism Webinar Series
hosted by Gallaudet University. Please check out the flyer for more information!
BLACK DRUM is coming! This signed musical by Deaf Canadian playwright Adam Pottle uses Deaf
actors to present the story using faces, hands and movements. I was fortunate to have the experience
of watching this live in Toronto, and ever since then, I have hoped that ACSD would be able to bring
this play to Alberta. It is a MUST SEE. I'm thrilled that we were able to partner with Inside Out
Theatre to present this play online. Performances will take place on March 25, 26, and 27. There is
also a discussion panel with the cast and crew taking place after the performance on March 26. The
flyer will be released soon. Please follow our Facebook page and website for updates!
ACSD has representatives on the Canada Deaf Arts Advisory Council that meet regularly to discuss
different ways to support Deaf Artists in Canada through the Deaf Culture Centre. Currently, they
are promoting the work of Deaf Artists and developing a Deaf Artist-Run Collective, with the goals
of establishing arts training to support Deaf visual and performing artists and professionals. If you
are interested in joining the network, please contact our office at acsdoffice@shawcable.com to be
referred to our North Alberta Director for the Edmonton area, or our South Alberta Director for the
Calgary area.
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This summer, ACSD will offer four sessions of ASL Immersion to meet the increasing demand in our
community. It amazes me how many people want to learn more about sign language! Instructor
positions are now open. The sessions will be offered during July 5-9, July 12-16, August 9-13, and
Aug 16-20. If you are interested in being part of our fun annual event, please submit your request to
our office to be referred to our ASL Immersion Coordinator.
Since the beginning of 2020, ASCD has had to limit its budget spending to maintain our programs,
and find alternative ways to continue providing support to our community. Canada Helps,
https://www.canadahelps.org/, is an online platform where you can find our organization and
show your support by making a donation. We are also planning a fundraiser, so if you have works of
art or crafts, please consider donating them! Any contributions are always greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
Rebecca Lehman
ACSD Vice President
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By Gary Malkowski, M.A., L.H.D., Director, SLIC
Sign Language Institute Canada (SLIC) Mission
SLIC was established in 1981 by the late Carole Sue Bailey to develop the national certification
process for Sign Language Instructors/Teachers. SLIC is a national network of professionals
striving to excel in higher standards for teaching Sign Language.
SLIC certifies teachers and instructors of ASL through the American Sign Language Proficiency
Interview (ASLPI) and the American Sign Language Instructors of Canada Evaluation (SLICE).
It provides instructors access to educational resource materials and networking connections
with professionals, mentors and the Deaf Community.
Celebrating its 30th Anniversary in 2021, SLIC operates under the umbrella of the Canadian
Cultural Society of the Deaf, a non-profit charitable organization that relies on volunteers,
donations, and community partners to provide quality programs and services in communities
across Canada. https://slicanada.ca/slic-membership/.
SLIC Director Gary Malkowski says, “SLIC is committed to the continued development of the
national certification process and the professional enrichment of teachers of sign languages.”
SLIC Presentation Nights across Canada
Gary urges sign language instructors, interpreters and mentors to purchase an annual
membership to support the work of SLIC. The cost is only $25 for individuals and $200 for
organizations. Zoom Membership Night events were being held across Canada Zoom SLIC
Presentation Nights in LSQ communities in Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick will be
scheduled in Spring 2021. Contact Victoria at info@slicanada.ca for event-specific registration
information.
The Saskatchewan Cultural Society of the Deaf and Manitoba Cultural Society of the Deaf,
Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services, Regina Association of the Deaf, Manitoba
Deaf Sports Association and Manitoba Association of Sign Language Interpreters, Ontario
Cultural Society of the Deaf, Ontario Association of Sign Language Interpreters, BC Cultural
Society of the Deaf, Greater Vancouver Association of the Deaf, BC Provincial Outreach Program
Deaf & Hard of Hearing, Newfoundland Association of the Deaf and Alberta Cultural Society of
the Deaf hosted in Saskatchewan (Nov 23, 2020), Manitoba (Dec 3, 2020) and Ontario (Jan. 14,),
B.C. (Jan 25 ), Newfoundland (Jan 27), Deaf Youth Canada (Jan 30) and Alberta (Feb 1).
American Sign Language Proficiency Interview (ASLPI)
The American Sign Language Proficiency Interview (ASLPI) is a holistic language evaluation used
to determine global ASL proficiency on a scale of 0-5. Through a face-to-face interview,
proficiency will be assessed based on what the individual can do with the target language at a
given point in time. The ASL Proficiency Interview (ASLPI) can be used to evaluate individuals in
a variety of professions including teachers, educational assistants, social workers, ASL
instructors, ASL-English interpreters, Deaf interpreters, language acquired support workers,
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nurses, and counsellors. The fee for ASLPI Testing Placement is $170. For booking ASLPI testing
placement, please contact Victoria Meusel, SLIC Administration Assistant at info@slicanada.ca
EvaLSQ (“LSQPI”)
LSQ (la langue des signes québécoise) proficiency evaluation is now available to all those who
want to know their level of proficiency and set learning or development goals. ÉvaLSQ is
provided by CB Linguistics Services; more information can be found at https://evalsq.ca/en/.
Sign Language Instruction Certification and Evaluation (SLICE)
SLICE evaluation is used to assess and certify ASL instructors. The objectives are:
•
•
•
•

Recognize quality and standard of ASL instruction
Provide training and workshops
Increase credibility and improve public relations
Share information related to the profession

For SLICE application, candidates are required to send their resume or curriculum vitae (CV) via
e-mail to SLIC by the last Friday of January along with a payment of $220. See details for
Evaluation Procedure for ASL Instructors at https://slicanada.ca/slice/
LSQ SLICE
LSQ SLICE evaluation is not available at this time, but SLIC, in partnership with the Société
Culturelle Québécoise des Sourds and LSQ communities across Canada, is working to have
LSQ certification implemented within three years.
Ideas & Suggestions for Strengthening and Enriching SLIC in the Future
We welcome any ideas and suggestions that will help build capacity for SLIC as a professional
national organization, striving for higher standards of Sign Language instruction. Please e-mail
Gary Malkowski at gmalkowski@slicanada.ca.
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IMMERSION
Virtual Classes
Summer 2021
July 5 to 9, 2021
July 12 to 16, 2021
August 9 to 13, 2021
August 16 to 20, 2021
A five-day event coordinated by the Alberta Cultural Society of the Deaf designed to
immerse you in American Sign Language. Whether you know nothing about ASL or
you have taken previous courses this week is aimed at improving your fluency while
in a fun and relaxed environment. There are no tests! Immersion offers 3 levels of ASL
classes from Beginner to Advanced, where students will learn more of the language
and culture of Deaf people. All your instructors are Deaf.

9 am to 11:30 am Monday to Friday
$175 per person
$90 per youth
*Note: Youth over 12 must be registered through either guardian/parents.

For more information or to register
please contact Victoria, ACSD Admin. Assistant
acsdoffice@shawcable.com or www.acsd.ca
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Immersion Online 2021
Registration Form
(Please print)

My class level is

Name: __________________________________________________

(please check box below)

Address: ________________________________________________
City/Prov/Postal Code: _____________________________________

Beginner
I don’t know any ASL.
Or
I know up to 200 basic signs and
fingerspelling but haven’t
taken a course.

Intermediate
I know some some ASL
and fingerspelling but do
not converse with ease.
Or
I am currently in Signing
Naturally Levels 1 to 6
or 7 to 12.

Email: __________________________________________________

Fee: $175 per person
Please choose one of the below dates:
July 5 – 9, 2021
July 12 – 16, 2021

Please make a cheque or money order payable to:
Alberta Cultural Society of the Deaf and mail with registration form to:
Alberta Cultural Society of the Deaf
Re: ASL Immersion
#206, 11404 – 142 St NW
Edmonton, Alberta T5M 1V1

Advanced
I know ASL well enough to
communicate and can
understand with ease.
Or
I am currently in Signing
Naturally Level 2 Units 13 to 17
or Signing Naturally Level 3
Units 18 to 25.

August 9 - 13, 2021
August 16 – 20, 2021

Payment method: _________________________________________
Name on credit card: ______________________________________
Credit card number: _______________________________________
Expiry date: ________________Security code: __________________
Signature of authorization: __________________________________
Visa, Mastercard, Debit, and e-transfers to acsdoffice@shawcable.com are available.
There is a $2.50 charge for Visa/MasterCard transaction and $0.25 charge for debit.
The fees for NSF are $48.00 and $50.00 for cancellation within 72 hours.
If you have any questions or inquiries regarding
ASL Immersion, please contact Administrative
Assistant: info@acsd.ca or check www.acsd.ca
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On behalf of ACSD, we would like to inform you that we are looking for Deaf Individuals to fill
the position of:

Instructor for ASL Immersion Summer 2021
July 2021 and August 2021
The duties:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attend ASL Immersion workshops and training sessions.
Be familiar with the goals of the ASL Immersion program.
Plan, prepare and deliver lessons.
Prepare supplies and resources prior to ASL Immersion week.
Attend and take part in workshops during the program.
Collaborate with the ASL coordinator.
Have computer and internet for zoom classes.

Requirements
•
•
•
•
•

Be energetic, creative, and have a great sense of humour.
Be a member of ACSD.
Have previous experience in the ASL Immersion program.
Have excellent communication and interpersonal skills.
Have time management and team working skills.

All Interested applicants can email or send their cover letter and resume to:
Alberta Cultural Society of the Deaf
c/o ASL Immersion 2021
#206, 11404 – 142 Street
Edmonton, Alberta
T5M 1V1
Email: acsdoffice@shawcable.com

The final deadline for application will be April 2, 2021
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Membership Registration Form
September 1, 2020 – August 31, 2021
Email: info@acsd.ca

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:
Address:

City, Province:

Postal Code:

E-mail Address:
Anti-Spam Law:

Do you want to subscribe to ACSD Newsletter and any other information about Deaf events through email? Yes ☐ No ☐

☐

Adult / Seniors (55+)

$15.00

X

=$

☐

Associate / Family / Student

$15.00

X

=$
Total

$

Conditions of Membership
•

•

•

The active members (Deaf members and Hard of Hearing) shall have the following rights and privileges:
The right to vote
The right to receive the official membership publication of the Society
The right to nominate candidates for elective positions.
The right to serve on committee of the Society
The right to hold elective office in the Society.
The associated members (Hearing) shall have no voting rights but shall have the following rights and privileges:
The right to receive the official membership publication of the Society
The right to voice in any discussions.
The privilege to serve on any committee of the Society.
The affiliated/liaison associations shall have to following rights and privileges:
The right of the representative to vote.
The right to receive the official membership publication of the Society.
The right of the representative to serve on committee
The right of the representative to hold selective office in the Society providing he/she is Deaf or hard of Hearing
Please make a cheque or money order payable
to Alberta Cultural Society of the Deaf and mail or drop-off to:
Alberta Cultural Society of the Deaf, #206, 11404-142 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5M 1V1
Visa, MasterCard, Debit, Cheque and E-Transfer to acsdoffice@shawcable.com are available.
There is a $2.50 charge per Visa/MasterCard Transaction and $0.25 charge for Debit.
There is $48.00 fees for all NSF cheques.

Payment Option (please circle): Visa MasterCard
Name on Card __________________________________
Credit Card Number: ___ ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___
Expiry Date: ___ ___ /___ ___ CSV: ___ ___ ___
Signature of Authorization: ______________________________________________
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